NSW Windsurfing Series 2007-08
Heat 1

Jimmys Beach, Hawks Nest

29-30 Sept.2007

After a cold and generally miserable winter, summer could not come quick enough, and come it did!  

38 racers rocked up to arguably, one of the most beautiful summer locations in NSW, 
And they were not disappointed, with hot, windy, cloudless conditions for the duration of the Labour Day long weekend.

New this season was the introduction of the FE+ (Formula Experience +) concept.  
Finally a concept that encourages anyone to compete!  Participants get the opportunity to build up confidence, gain experience or just get around the course using any equipment that you are comfortable on.  FE+ will have separate results, trophies and the best prizes for the season.
Sat, 29Sep.07

Forecast: SW 15-20knots

Race 1 (Formula)
After one predictable general recall, and then a delay to adjust the course, we were away.  

With the bulk of the fleet going left, it was the right that paid.  G/master Nick Nelson led ¾ of the way up the 1st beat until finally being over taken by eventual winner Sean O’Brien.  Steve Floyd had a great race to come in 4th, with a very impressive Nick in 5th.  


FE+ fleet had a great race with new comer John Pearce winning the 1st ever FE+ race, ahead of Lewis Pullen and the fleets most stately gentleman (David Lester) in 3rd.

Race 2 (Formula)

 Similar conditions, except with a huge bias to the right side of the course.  Sean O’Brien showed his European experience, picking the pressure spots nicely to beat Sam Parker.
Current Woman World Formula Champion (Allison Shreeve) came home 4th with Formula newcomer, Michael Lancey (Aussies RSX representative) starting to find his feet in 5th.


FE+ had a change in the minor places with Nerida Stores coming home in 3rd and our Irish Nationals FW champ in 4th.
Race 3 (Formula)

During Lunch the SW wind dropped and rotated to the best conditions of the day.  12-15knot SE.  Brett Morris bolted to a early lead at the 1st mark only to have Sean and Sam give him a downwind lesson.  Rick Murray started to find the speed we all know he has to bring home a 4th, with Sam Fawkes in 5th.  

FE+ John Pearce made an impressive start the new concept, with a clean sweep, with Lala Pullen in 2nd and Nerida in 3rd.

Sun, 30Sep.07

SW 15-25knots

A Hot, Cloudless, 25+ knot morning made the slalom format a logical choice for racing.
With all competitors on the beach, and a 3minute start sequence, one could time the run to the start, gybe at the outside mark and finish back on the beach.  EASY huh?
Actually very difficult!  The wind was swinging and gusting by the minute making timing impossible, unless by luck the entire race was held during a steady period.  

Race 1 (Slalom).  As luck would have it this race was sailed in perfect conditions, allowing Slalom hotshot Sam Parker a win, with Sean, Murray Towndrow and Mike Nelson not too far off the pace.

Race 2 (Slalom) was very different story.  The Wind dropped, moved, increased, dropped etc…

Michael Lancey and Allison Shreeve who both had no choice but to compete on FW equipment took 1st and 2nd.  With Sean somehow managing to get a 80ltr board across in 3rd?
Race 3 (Slalom) was another tricky race, that I’m sure most would be happy was over.
Lunch was called, and the decision to change the racing format to “High Wind” Formula was made.

It is weird that a race on 6.7m slalom equipment in a 25knot, gusty conditions, never seems that windy, yet a FW race in the same conditions seems insane? Anyway 2 racers were scheduled.  
Race 4. (Formula) Brett port tacked the start and had a very comfortable lead until deciding to drop his rig at the last top mark, just long enough to let Sean catch him, setting up a crazy downwind game of cat and mouse, with Sean fully deserving the bullet by a couple of meters.

Race 5. (Formula)  Half the fleet port tacked started to try and get the flatter water and slightly less wind on the inside of the course.  Sam Parker was leading until be blew up on a tack and then followed up with a unintentional forward loop on the downwind. Nice!
Brett took the lead and showed a clean pair of heals for a good win, with Sean 2nd and Rick Murray doing really will to take a 3rd.  
A special mention for Wayne Bowness who sailed ½ the last race with only one harness line. I honestly didn’t believe this would have been possible in these conditions.

Another special mention for FE+ racer, Peter Ineson, who managed to complete the FE+ course and thus take his 1st ever win...Congratulations.

END OF RACING…..

Summary……

What an amazing way to start the 2007-08 season!  

2 days of great but challenging racing, loads of new faces and possibly the best weather possible to enjoy the 1st long weekend of summer…..

Sean O’Brien proved that a season of racing in Europe has made him a force to be reconned with this season buy winning both the FW and Slalom.  Brett had his best result ever I think with a 2nd overall, just beating Sam Parker by a point.

The real success was the introduction of FE+.  10 racers enjoyed the new format and proved that there is a real demand for a system that lets people buildup their confidence, gain experience while using equipment that they are comfortable with.  
John Pearce did really well on the 1st day to be our 1st event winner, but there were a lot of other success stories.  Geoff Kitchen made his own sails; Ben Morrell (youngest competitor) finished his first ever FW race using only a 7.5m sail, Tim Beazley raced with a bad ankle injury,   Peter Ineson won his 1st every race.  David Lester, John Hurley Nerida Stores, Lewis Pullen and Allen McMurtrie all top results in individual races.

Thank to Marmong Point WC for making their rescue boat available.  To all the people how helped with the organization, Nick Nelson at registration,  John Hurley on Slalom results, Bill Willis, and most importantly to John O’Brien who ran the beach and the salty mad man in the boat (wearing only shorts – no hat even!) Barry Fawkes who without a doubt made the event such an enjoyable experience…..Apologies if I have forgotten to thank anyone…..
Heat 2, Huskisson, Jervis Bay, 20-21 Oct07…www.storm-riders.com.au
