World championship slalom Master/Youth.  By Tibor Ferenczy (AUS-1)

Here we are again at ltaly’s jewel for windsurfing at Lago di Garda.
It could be worse. Magnificent scenery and a lake full of windsurfers. It warms my heart just looking at it.
I was curious just how many people will show up to this event as I am not really familiar with this class.
I got a pleasant surprise counting 125 people on the list. While the master’s class was the biggest it was good to see lots of youngsters as well as few girls.
They ran it from a tiny but popular corner of the lake which meant a very cramped situation for the competitors. Interesting that no matter how bad things look at first, towards the end of the regatta things always sort them self out.
They used a fairly tough format where by you had to qualify twice to be able to progress to the semi finals. For the first two races, 5 qualified out of 7. So you had to be in the first 5 and twice or else you could sail home. I wasn’t used to the idea of perhaps sailing just once while running a table.
Later they did change it to speed up things and doubled the numbers. Then we had just 1 qualifier, semi final and the 2 finals, losers and winners. That was more exciting with 14 racers in each race and quicker.
As you all know, it`s a universal phenomenon that as soon as you pull the slalom board out of your car the wind stops. Well, it looked like that again as there was no wind at all on the famous lago.
However, the Lago did live up to its name. Good winds up to around 18 knots for 3 days in a row have delighted the sailors and the organizers
There were some fast sailors from all over Europe and a few from O/S. While we didn’t have the really big names other than perhaps Remy Vila. As you know the rules say, maximum width for the boars is 85cm and the largest sail to be no greater than 10m. That enabled everyone to find the size they needed. It was good to see all the different brand of sails and boards unlike at a Formula event.  Seems like they can all make all slalom sails work?
All and all, I can say it was a successful event if not for everyone as is always the case.
Myself, I was pleased to be able to handle the 9m sail as well as I did. Getting the over all placing of 19-th and so being the 3-rd GM was beyond my dreams. 
As we know in all sports (and I have witnessed this again with the best of sailors) it’s all about handling the stress of the competition on the day.
The conclusion I drew after taking part of this "new form of slalom" racing that we should not be saying " here we go again" we have to buy another board (though that is all as we have the sails already) but more like IT’S GREAT we can enjoy another aspect of windsurfing and that’s good news to me.
See you soon
Cheers!
Tibor 
Ps. you can check for more pictures on
http://www.slidebox.it/Production/PhotoGroupView.aspx?pbid=4&msa=1&pgid=17612618
